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tedified  by  an  irrefidible  fit  of  laughter,  but  was  foon  fuc- 
•ceeded  by  a  paroxyfm  of  indignation,  producing  a  general 
uproar. 

The  hermit,  now  detefled  for  the  fird  time,  began  to 
tremble.  Summary  judice  growing  clamorous,  and  fo  near 
at  hand,  a  back  window  luckily  prefented  the  only  outlet 
whereby  to  efcape.  the  rage  of  the  multitude,  animated  by 
the  dinging  reproaches  of  a  furio’us  female,  and  the  more 
mortifying  refledHon  of  their  having  been  made  fuch  egre¬ 
gious  dupes. 

J  .  mp  then  was  the  order  of  the  moment  ;  and  jump  he 
did,  and  fo  fuddenly,  that  he. left  in  the  Lurch  both  feekers 
and  purfuers.  Report  fays,  that  a  gang  of  facrilegious  rob¬ 
bers  eafed  him  in  his  flight  of  an  accumulated  earthly  burden 
of  forty  pounds ,  while  many  true  believers  adert,  that  carry¬ 
ing  with  him  nothing  but  the  power  of  working  miracles.*  he 
was  promoted  to  that  famous  dation  of  Irifh  pilgrims. 
Lough  Derg,  or  St.  Patrick's  Purgatory ;  thus  humbly 
joining  his  diare  of  reputation,  to  that  of  thoie  celebrated 
virtues  of  their  tutelary  faint  X.  Y.  Z. 


Authentic  Particulars  of  the  Celebrated  Mr.  John  Stephens, 
Corn-Dodor ,  No.  <$8,  Fetter+lane ,  Hoiborn . 

T  his  extraordinary  man,  who,  it  may  figuratively  be  faid> 
gives  feet  to  the  lame ,  was  born  at  Chipdable  in  Somerfet- 
fhire,  in  the  year  1732,  of  honed  mdudrious  parents.  His 
relations  are  dill  refidents  at  Chipdable,  and  frequently  re¬ 
ceive  mementos  of  Mr.  Stephens’s  liberality  and  afFefbon. 
In  his  youth  he  lived  with  a  furgeon,  which  probably  gave 
rife  to  his  fkill  in  cutting  corns,  though  he  himfelf  declares 
<c  it  is  a  gift  from  God.”  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  mud  be 
candidly  acknowledged  that  no  one  has  ever  yet  performed 
the  radical  cure  of  thefe  tormenting  excrefcences*  with  fuch 
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perfect  eafe  and  facility  as  the  fubjedt  of  this  fketch.  He 
has  cured  infants  from  one  year  old  and  upwards.  Some 
may  think  it  incredible  that  little  children  fhould  have  corns  5 
we,  however,  are  allured  by  Mr  Stephens  that  they  are 
very  fubjedf  to  them,  but  that  they  are  fofter  and  eafier  era^ 
dicated :  we  are  confeque'ntly  inclined  to  think  that  thefe 
painful  complaints  are  not  always  occalioned  by  tight  fhoes, 
as  is  generally  fuppofed,  but  that  they  are  in  fome  degree 
hereditary,  efpecially  as  they  are  mod  painful  previous  to 
rainy  weather,  which  is  philofophically  accounted  for  by 
the  celebrated  Lord  Bacon.  As  a  farther  proof  that  corns 
do  not  originate  from  tight  fhoes,  Mr.  Stephens  relates  a 
circumftance  of  his  having  cured  a  Scotch  highlander,  who 
was  afflidted  with  a  mod:  dreadful  one,  though  he  never 
wore  fhoes  or  ftockings  in  his  life ;  and  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  poor  clafs  of  Irilh,  who  are  always  running  about 
bare-foot,  are  very  much  addidfed  to  corns. 

Mr.  Stephens,  although  now  75  years  of  age,  Hill  purfues 
bis  bulinefs  with  great  attention,  and  is  well  known  to  the 
nobility  and  mofl  of  the  principal  phyficians.  He  has  aU 
tended  the  late  duke  of  Richmond,  and  Hill  attends  the  duke 
of  Clarence,  &c.  He  always  pays  his  vifits  in  a  hackney 
coach,  which  cofts  him  above  a  guinea  per  week.  A  few 
years  ago  he  lived  in  Plough-court,  Fetter-lane,  oppofite 
to  his  prefent  refidence,  which  probably  he  left  on  account 
of  the  inconvenience  of  walking  from  thence  to  his  coach. 

He  is  a  very  firong  athletic  man,  and  notwithftandinp* 
his  age,  walks  upright,  and  is  remarkable  for  conflantly 
wearing  the  fame  drefs,  viz.  a  blue  coat  with  velvet  collar, 
a  fcarlet  embroidered  waiftcoat,  black  fmall-clothes,  white 
{lockings,  and  a  white  hat.  He  has  always  a  nofegay  in  his 
bofom,  confiding  of  a  few  feledf  elegant  flowers  in  feafon, 
which  he  generally  procures  from  the  gardens  of  fome  of 
the  nobility  he  vifits.  In  his  apartment,  he  has  two  a d-» 
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mirable  paintings  of  himfelf,  particularly  a  miniature  one3 
drawn  when  he  was  a  young  man. 

His  operation  in  cutting  corns  is  entirely  performed  by 
indruments ;  having  never  ufed  any  liquid,  as  has  been  er~ 
roneoudy  ftated.  His  manner  of  cutting  is,  to  ufe  his  own 

words,  cc  peculiar  to  himfelf,”  and  gives  not  the  lead:  pain. 

* 

Abolition  of  the  Slave-Trade  ;  with  a  Sketch  of  the  Life 
of  Ignatius  Sancho,  the  ingenious  African ,  and  Father 
of  Mr.  W.  Sancho,  the  Book  feller^  Macs  Gate . 

It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  the  unequivocal  fymptoms 
of  difapprobation  of  the  Slave-T rade  appeared  within  a  fhort 
time,  in  almofi  every  part  of  the  world.  The  Congrefs  of 
1774  declared  fird  juridically  againd  it.  The  Convention 
of  1787  required  the  Congrefs  fhould  tax  the  importation 
of  Haves.  The  National  Affembly  of  France  in  1789  pafTed 
a  vote  of  cenfure  on  the  trade ;  and  the  Engliflh  minider? 
with  a  conliderable  body  of  fupporters,  openly  declared 
their  enmity  to  the  trade  ;  and  it  has  at  lad  received  its  final 
termination  by  the  patriotic  and  unwearied  labours  of  Mr. 
Wilberforce,  who  has  now  the  fatisfacfion  of  feeing  his 
praife-worthy  meafures  crowned  by  the  royal  afTent. 

We  are  induced,  under  this  article,  to  record  a  worthy 
indance  of  the  propriety  of  this  meafure,  and  an  example  to 
ourfeives,  "in  the  life  of  an  ingenious  African,  well  known 
a  few  years  ago  to  the  literate  part  of  the  community  in 
London— we  mean  Mr.  Ignatius  Sancho,  a  man  who  really 
thought  and  fpoke  on  every  fubjedf,  whether  political,  phi- 
lofophical,  or  religious,  without  any  narrow  prejudice,  and 
whofe  uncommon  character  for  liberality  of  fentiment  on 
all  topics  was  remarked  by  all  his  acquaintance,  and  often 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Garrick,  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  others. 


His 
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His  letters  have  been  publifhed,  one  of  which,  addreffed 
to  Sterne  on  the  depreffed  date  of  perfonal  ilavery  in  the 
colonies,  can  never  be  too  often  read  by  the  admirers  of 
fympathetic  writing.  The  writer  of  this  article  has  the  fa- 
tisfa&ion  to  obferve,  that  this  uncommon  character,  after 
confide,  able  reading,  and  much  reflexion  taken  up  in  a  (fate 
fervitude,  died  a  determined  friend  to  genuine  chriftianity, 
of  in  its  true  fpirit  and  practice.  A  portrait  of  him,  engraved 
by  the  celebrated  Bartolozzi,  is  prefixed  to  his  letters,  which 

are  in  two  vols.  8vo.  His  fon,  Mr  W.  Sancho,  was 

* 

brought  up  to  the  profefiion  of  a  bookfeller  by  Mr.  Edward 
Jeffery,  of  Pall-Mail,  and  at  prefent  is  the  worthy  fucceffor 
of  Mr.  Henry  Paine  at  the  Mews  Gate  in  Caftle-ftreet.  He 
is  alfo,  we  believe,  librarian  to  Sir  Joleph  Banks,  and  col- 
lects  literary  curiofities  with  the  mod  unwearied  diligence. 


Memoirs  of  Mr.  John  Sewell,  the  late  remarkable  Bookfeller 

in  Cornhill. 

,  Jr 

Extracted  from  the  European  Magazine. 

]VIr.  John  Sewell  was  born  at  Oakham  in  Rutland- 
(hire ;  we  prefume,  in  1735  ;  as  we  find  he  was  baptized  on 
July  the  27th  of  that  year.  Of  his  family  wc  know  no 
particulars;  but  learn  that  he  came  to  London  in  1752,  and 
became  the  apprentice  of  Mr.  James  Brotherton,  who  after¬ 
wards  received  him  as  a  partner;  and  that  connexion  con¬ 
tinued  till  1775,  when  Mr.  Brotherton  died,  and  left  Mr. 

Jr 

Sewell  the  whole  of  his  property,  with  the  exception  only 
of  a  legacy  of  30I.  to  an  elderly  lady. 

Mr.  Brotherton  was  an  eccentric  fort  of  man ;  and  Mr. 
Sewell  certainlyinherited,  with  his  fhop  and  bufinefs,  fome 
of  his  harml6fs  whimficality.  When,  in  1779,  he  was 
chofen  conftable  for  the  ward  of  Cornhill,  it  was  expected 

that 


